Brainstorming Chart: Create Your Research Question

The Research Question, or Essential Question, is the main question about your topic that you want to answer through your research. Your RQ (or EQ) provides your focus as you progress through the research steps. It is written as a question because research is not passive; research is an active quest for answers. 

Select a topic that interests you & read some background material. Then, use this Brainstorming Chart to find possible Research Questions. Many examples are included.
A Reminder… 

· You will not “find” the answer to your RQ

· You will read, analyze, evaluate, & discuss what the experts say to build knowledge, gain new understandings, refine your ideas, draw your own conclusions, & create new meanings.

· You will construct your own answer to your RQ based on your research & will support it with the ideas & opinions of experts.
· You can change your RQ to find a more manageable focus if needed!
Too often, students choose “what” questions to research, such as “What were the causes of World War II?” This is not a good research question because the answer can be found in any encyclopedia. Instead, try using the question words in the first column below. These questions make better research questions because they require you to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information; form an opinion or take a stand; & prove or clarify your argument or opinion.  

Fill in the chart with your broad topic and brainstorm possible research questions using the question words provided. Continue until you find a question you would like to learn more about. You may need to narrow or broaden your research question to suit the time, length, & scope of your assignment. Look at the examples on the next page for ideas. 
	Write your broad topic here 


	Topic: 



	Why?

You will gather information to explain the reason, purpose, or causes of a complex issue.
	Why


	How? In what way?
You will gather information to explain a problem, weigh options, and propose a solution.
	How/In what way

	Which? Which one? Which of the following?
You will gather information to make an informed decision from a range of possibilities. 
	Which/which one/which of the following

	Should?

You will gather information and compile evidence to make a decision.
	Should

	What if?

You will gather information to hypothesize and consider

options.
	What if


Examples
What I do:
1. I read background material about World War II in a general source such as an encyclopedia.
2. I decide that a topic of interest to me is the impact of World War II on America.
3. I brainstorm questions using all of the question words in the first column until I find a research question I want to learn more about.

	Write your broad topic here 


	Topic: 

the impact of World War II on America 

	Why?

You will gather information to explain the reason, purpose, or causes of a complex issue.
	Why did World War II affect America?
Why was America involved in World War II?

Why did women become involved in the war effort?


	How? In what way?

You will gather information to explain a problem, weigh options, and propose a solution.
	How/In what way did World War II affect America?
How were American women affected by World War II?

How were American families affected by World War II?

	Which? Which one? Which of the following?

You will gather information to make an informed decision from a range of possibilities. 
	Which/which one/which of the following factors affected Americans the most during World War II – the economy, the role of women, or the emergence of America as a world power? 

	Should?

You will gather information and compile evidence to make a decision.
	Should America have entered World War II?
Should America have entered World War II sooner?

Should American women have been involved in the war effort in World War II?

	What if?

You will gather information to hypothesize and consider options.
	What if America had not entered World War II?
What if American women had not participated in the war effort in World War II?

What if the Allied Forces had not won the war?


More Examples:
	Health and Nutrition

Why are children and teens becoming overweight at younger ages?

How can children and teens lose weight in a healthy manner?

Which diet plan or exercise program produces the best results?

Should the federal government mandate nutrition requirements?

What if certain unhealthy foods were illegal in the U.S.?
	U.S. Immigration 

Why is immigration such a hot issue in the U.S.? 

How does illegal immigration affect the American economy?

Which immigration policies work and are fair for everyone?

Should immigrants who have been working in the U.S. be granted amnesty?

What if all the illegal immigrants were deported?

	Environment

Why do some people contend that global warming is a natural trend?

How can we combat current global warming trends?

Which current environmental concern will have the greatest impact for the future?

Should there be global regulations on carbon emissions?

What if you had to reduce your current energy consumption by one-third?
	Football

Why is football so popular in the U.S.?

How has the public broadcasting of football changed the game?

Which illegal substance or practice has had the most negative effect on football and why?

Should there be a cap on the amount of money a professional football player makes?

What if professional football players went on strike?
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